English prose and poetry was the one usually called the "harrowing of hell". Friday, "He was cut off from the land of the living", and the bass air of Easter, "Thou art gone up on high". It is not impossible to reconstruct the process by which its propriety was noted. In a remarkably short time after the days of Christ, his followers came to look upon His death not as defeat, but as a victory. Indeed, according to tradition, Saint Peter, in a public statement about seven weeks after the crucifixion, applied to the Lord a passage from the sixteenth Psalm to the effect that Christ had conquered the fell grip of death (Acts 2 : 25-28).
A similar sentiment was later attributed to Saint Paul (Acts 13 : 35-37). Soon, moreover, the church developed the corollary belief that Christ's death was not His victory only, but also the victory of all believers, the Lord being simply "the firstborn from the dead" or "the firstfruits of them that slept". 3 Once more they confirmed their conviction with suitable texts from the Old Testament, such as, "0 death, I will be thy plagues", and, "Death is swallowed up for ever". 4
At this point, however, some early disciple asked a sobering but filial question, "What happens to our fathers who died before Christ and the institution of His sacraments?" Such a query seems to lie behind the Pauline reference to baptism for the dead (I Cor. 15 : 29) . For a brief moment the infant church hesitated. But only for a moment, for among the accounts afloat about the dreadful day of crucifixion was one relating how the Lord had assured the penitent thief (Dysmas) a place that very day with Him in the
